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Midwives call for
doubled benefits

MICILIARY midwives are
Dtghing for a doubling of the

vernment benefit they get for
supervising home births.

midwives are now pal,d
$16?Ih: birth, which Wellington’s
only home midwife Jenny John-
ston described t¥est.erday as ap-
palling. She said the benefit was
not only for the birth and labour,
but three antenatal and 12 post-
natal visits as well.

main effect of the low
ben’l;lf‘iet rate was that women
were being denied the right to
have their babies at home be-
cause midwives were reluctant
to go into the domiciliary service.
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“] know midwives that are re-
ally 1interested in doing it, but for
the low pay,” Ms Johnston said.

She said there were about 20
domiciliary midwives in New
Zealand, and increasing the bene-
fit to an adequate level would
only cost an extra $100,000.

Ms Johnston said the previous
government raised the allowance

17 per cent last year, but former,
Health Minister Aussie Malcolm
seemed not in favour of home
births. ;

er, Labour Party policy
wa;i otg e‘éxpand the domiciliary
midwife service, and the first
step toward this would be an In-
creased benefit.
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- Home birth demand
- too much for midwife

DEMAND for home births in
Wellington means some people
maf' missout, according to the
Wellington Home Birth Associa-
tion

Sbokesman Madeleine Gooda

in hospitals.

livered babies at home got about
half the pay of those who worked

They were paid by the Health
Department according to the
number of visits they made, un-

said yesterday there was too
much work for the one midwife
who supervised home births.
 Already May was booked up,
«and the number of deliveries
:mi%ht have to be limited.

+. She said another domiciliary
midwife was needed. But there
-gere few applications because of
low wages.

. Domiciliary midwife Jenny
;gohnson said midwives who de-

?

1

der a contract drawn up in the
1930s.

Ms Johnson said she knew of

midwives who were interested in
getting inte home births, but
were put off because of the pay.

Her fnain concern was making
sure there was a choice available
between home and hospital
births.

A better rate of pay would
help, she said.
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