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The National Home Birth

Conference will be held at.
Scotlands, New Plymouth
Girls’ ngh School on May
12-14. Tt promises to be
both innovative and ex-
-citing as the theme, Con-
ceptions”. - and Creations
suggests.
The - Maon
anga .a- Hin is-
be ‘co-ondinated by Janice
Wenn, and the weleome .

pechve

glvenbyNgaPunaoteOra '

will be followed by the
healmg Fesentatmn of Te

Ma Martm the, key
speaker‘ will already have
wialised ~everyone with
early morning exercises to
salute the.sun. She then
expands the theme concep-
tions and creations to cover
not only the birth of the
“child, but'alsp. the birth of
new -ideas. and diverse
creativify, - » 1

Pauline Scott an ac
credited active childbirth

teacher is also co-ordinator :

of the Childbirth Education :
Network, an organisation -

ome-birt

g)e Putangaa .

f

ll_-lrst NZ bi-cultural

fls er

will -also show slides. de-
picting the history of mid-
wifery.and another set of
the traditional birth prac-

tic- es of mdlgeneous peo-.

ple. .

Altematxve
explored by j
nicknamed

rehef is

h conference

Supennum and she and
Marilyn Peterson consider
the negative effects of bad
experiences and- how to
overcome them.

" However birth is only the
start of the J)arentmg con-
tinuum, and other work-

Stress ca.n cauSe emo-
tional difficulties. Dr Ruth
-Schell looks at the stress
- ex
mmr inhereffortstougg
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- The Domlclhary Mid-
“wives Soci “New

Zealandlshodmgxtsan-

which promotes natural ac- /I'Iudl meeting én Friday,

tive childbirth and lobbies

for changes i maternity )
care for mothers, babies.!

andmidwives.

She ' speaks thef

trernendous unportanceof join.for Junch and the open -

the -environment “fo the:
birthihg mother Pauline

e Conference
the Community
Centre. The morning pro-
‘ mme is for practising

iciliary midwives but
-all midwives are invited to
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— with toysfor chi

- At the moment there are
75 practising domiciliary
idwives. jn New Zealand

atd at thxs meetmg they -
riences

eex

g%sgfield. ~-“"

Most midwives also sup-
port . theig
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workshops and lectux:es

throughout the coun
es in po hon,
wnth -the  subsequent

closures of maternity hos-
pitals or units, means that
opportunities for mothers
hoping for a low-tech birth
are lesséned.- Each. area
faces a different situation
wef;eitgler with dif'erent

n

In South ﬁﬁklamtihﬂxere
are harely sufficient hospi-
tal beds available to cov%r
the demand, so. low risk
mothers are, encouraged to
consider a home -birth as

an aélternatwe in this area .

ire. of the_ Waitara

of optmns
bletomothers
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special interest to anyone
concerned that ‘women
should have- choice avail-
able at the incredibly im-
portant stage of their lives
and be empowered and
fuported so that they can’|
eve their goals sue-'
cessfully .

midwives

Docly pows

ymouth

Birth is the most pro-
nee in the
relationship between a,
mother, father and the new |
baby Parents : e

{nor the event, and
want to know and feel com- ,
fortable with the ple
who will be with them- dur- -
ing the birth ience
and to be an integral pa.rt
of what is happening, .

J,In the bome birth, setting %
ow key support and exper-
tise are offered by the
midwife and doctor, who fit :
into the home environment
and cultural setting which |
is'the natural security and -
strength of that partxcular
family.
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the Contact £or the annual
_meetmg
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phone ssmom’

- shops cover research on
non-immunisation, sexual  On' Friday, branch
abuse of little children and reports will be presented
education for falent. Jenny . and Sunday is devoted spe-
s - Johnsen, practising c:flcal.ly to midwifery and L
Y domlcilmry otx?idwxfe pf)gtt" home birth 1ssues ‘
‘ €rs. suj ik
_to mothers: when thep are ~ , For further mformatmn
intimidated . - by . the: contdét Jasmin Hales, .
‘system’. - : 85343 or Margaret Ha]s.
The conference will be of 86539, i
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