SUNDAY 19TH MAY

9 AM BRANCH REPORTS

REPORT FROM
MIDWIVES MEETING

FUTURE OF HOME BIRTH
12.00 LUNCH

1 PM WIND UP
Conference Review

3 pPM FINISH

Reglstration must be returned by 3rd May.
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POST REGISTRATION FORMS TO:

Nelson Homebirth Association

PO Box 59
NELSON

THE NELSON HOME BIRTH
ASSOCIATION

NATIONAL HOME BIRTH
CONFERENCE

17th 18th 19th May 1991

Bridge Valley Christian Ranch
Wakefield

Nelson



The Nelson Home Birth Association
welcomes those attending the 1991
National Conference. People
outside the association are
cordially invited to register.

The conference venue is the
Bridge Valley Christian Ranch,
Wakefield, Nelson. Accommodation
for delegates is on site.
Transport from Airport and bus
depots will be provided by Nelson
H.B.A. menbers.

We look forward to the conference
as a time of sharing with all the

New Zealand Home Birth Associations.

With the recent ammendment to the
Nursing Act allowing midwives to

practice on their own responsibility

the 1991 conference will focus on
this and what it means to all

those with an interest in childbirth

The theme of the Conference is:

"HOME BIRTH - EVERY WOMANS CHOICE"

FRIDAY 17TH MAY

SATURDAY 18TH MAY

8.30
5 PM REGISTRATION 9.00
© PM POWHIRI

11.00

12.30

2 M
Powhiri hosted by the
Whakatu Marae 3.30
Nelson
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FOLILOWED BY DINNER
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8 PM

REGISTRATION

CHER WILLISCROFT
Facilitated Session

KEY NOTE SPEAKER
BRONWEN PELVIN
Home Birth - Every
Womans Choice
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ATTENTION: MARY-ANNE O'HEARN
PRODUCER. MAGGIE BARRY

RADIO NEW ZEALAND

OUTLINE OF SPEECH BEING MADE AT THE
NATIONAL HOME BIRTH CONFERENCE
MAY 17th, 18th and 19th, 1991

IN NELSON

BY BRONWEN PELVIN

DOMICILIARY MIDWIFE IN NELSON SINCE 1978,

ADDRESS IS ON THE THEME OF THE CONFERENCE:

"HOME BIRTH: EVERY WOMAN'S CHOICE"

1 WILL OUTLINE THE IMPORTANCE OF BIRTH:
THE TMPORTANCE TO THE HEALTH OF OU_ R SOCIETY OF THE WAY IN WHICH
BABIES ARE BORN AND THE WAY IN WHICH OUR BIRTH PRACTICES REFLECT
OUR HEALTH: M

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE WAY IN WHICH WOMEN ARE ABLE TO GIVE BTRTH.

I WILL DESCRIBE HOME BIRTH AS A WAY IN WHICH THESE

IMPORTANT FUNCTIONS CAN BE FULFILLED FOR MOTHER AND BABY.

1 WILI. LOOK AT THE REASONS THAT HOME BIRTH IS NOT

A CHOICE FOR THE MAJORITY OF WOMEN IN NEW ZEALAND:

1 MEDICALISATION OF CHILDBIRTH:

2) CHANGE IN POWER BASE FROM THE WOMAN AND HER FAMI1LY
TO THE DOCTOR AND THE INSTITUTION:

3) SOCIAL CONDITION:ING OVER THE LAST 3 - 4 GENERATIONS
THAT YOU HAVE BABIES IN HOSPITAL: THAT BIRTH IN HOSPITAL

1S SAFE:; THAT HOME BIRTH IS DANGEROUS .
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I WILL LOOK AT THE ISSUE OF SAFETY AND THE COMPARATIVE

STUDIES DONE BETWEEN HOME AND HOSPITAL. HOW THE ISSUE OF SAFETY
1S A RED HERRING USED BY THE MEDICAL PROFESSION TC DISEMPOWER

WOMEN

I WILL DISCUSS THE RECENT CHANGES TO THE LAW IN NEW
ZEALAND RESTORING MIDWIVES TO INDEPENDENT, AUTONOMOUS PRACTICE
AND HOW THIS WILL INCREASE THE CHOICES WOMEN HAVE IN CHILDBIRTH.
T WILL ALSO LOOK CRITICALLY AT THE MEDICALISATION OF THE MIDWIFERY

PROFESSION AND HOW THIS LIMITS THE CHOICES WOMEN HAVE.

I WILL LOOK AT THE ROLE OF THE HOME BIRTH MOVEMENT
AND HOME BIRTH CONSUMERS IN PROMOTING HOME BIRTH IN THE COMMUNITY:
AND THE NEED FOR THEM IN BEING ACTIVE TO ENCOURAGE MIDWIVES TO

OFFER THE HOME BIRTH OPTION AS PART OF THEIR SERVICES.

I WILL CONCLUDE THAT IT IS ONLY WHEN THESE THINGS ARE BEING
DONE THAT HOME BIRTH WILL BEGIN T O BE THE CHOICE OF EVERY

CHILD-BEARING WOMAN .

Can vou please ring me and let me know
1) The time of the interview
2) Who the interviewer will be as I understand Maggie Barry is

away overseas.

Thank vou,

Bronwen Pelvin. 0524 68722.
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