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To all branches.

Dear menkers.

A nurber of things have been hazprening over the vast few months
vrich clearly show that home birth mzy die & slow death unless

we .rally our erercies to counteract +this nrocess. The Minister

of Health has expressed his personal opnosition to home birth.

Tne Societies of Obstetricians ard Gvnaecologists are in the

process of setting up an Obstetrics Review Committee which will limit
the number of G.P.s who can practise obstetrics and will be used

to reduce, if not eliminate, the number of G.P.r doing home

hirths, The Nurses' Association have mede a lons list of recomren-
dations to the Healtn Dept's Maternity Services Committee which
will severely limit and reduvce the rractise of domiciliarv midwiferv
in NZ if it is implemented. QObviously, if we don't do sorethine to
counteract these moves and to enlighten the voliticiens, the future
of home birth in NZ doesn't look too bright.

4 vell-informed, or~anised national network for lobbyin"'is'now
essertigl. We sre all narente with younmg children and bzbies- in
rarnv cases tired and overworked already. We eare also th~ kind of
~eople wno, for tne very same reasons that we believe in home birth,
woulé nave a naturel aversion to the hard world of politics and
nressure sroup tactics. However, a unified n=ti-nzl lobbying netwnr¥
would need on'y a minimum of one or twvo mersons mer bhr= snch who

ars nrervared to act politicelly. anc@ nrababl most of us have

hrd no experience of what is involved and how tn go @bout doine

i+, we have crezted the job of Lorkvinr Co-Crain=tor, v0Se reg-

—pneitilite it is to zive branches tne necegsary n*or”“t1hﬂ

#.r4a gnd ficures, 2nd 24vige yvou on what vou cR2n dn in vour =zrea
ara now i 4o it. I nave tacen on this Jab mithouch T hav e =0
ex-rvincape or siille in the field of lebeyinc, but sm rrerared to
Ffivnd nnt »nd leern. I re=lige that it is vitel thet w° have A

v- t-organised network.

selow, I nave outlined what I think needs to be done, and I sincev~i-
r-+ ~~regne in your brarch will rally to the cause.

are T

[_—'(

obbring, 'if donewdly, can be counter-productive, sO nlezse )
mzce anure that, tefore embarking cor anv, you studv and fol}ow the
zdvice civer in the notes titled "HIMTS FOR LAR®VIQTSN ywhich every
branch received & copy ¢f-in Septerrey lést vear. 1i vou do not
have a copy, let me know and I will send you anotner one.

we can exvect positive results from our lébbving of politicians,
because the home tirth issue is not crucizl to 3nvernmert volicy.
So lotbving our loez2l MPs will be & mein part oI our camralfn.



Politicians will listen to us more readily if we have the weight
of public opinion behind us. This is best done through lots of
publicity. Publicity through the media is .therefore another
important part of the cempaign. Please use the notes on "Press

Releases"™ you branch was #nt last year. Try not to use personal
opinions and leccal experience, but use the facts and information
given by the Lobbying Co-ordinator.

Give information and arguments for the home birth opntion to any
G.Ps who are survortive of home birth ané ask them to represent
us on the edical Association.

Although the Nurses' Assn. and . 0&G societies are obviously
against home birth, ¥ see no harm in providing them with in-
formation and our point of view. With a bit of luck this may
enlighten some members which may sway policy making.

I+ will be myv job to ensure that you get all the facts, fmgures,
and information that you saould use with your WPs and the médie.
Coulé you vlease keep this information in & special file and
duplicate this materizl yourself. I will also let you know when
any submissions are due to any select Committees and who to write
these to.

inother avernue for change is to communicate and befriend any
people who are active in the local brenches of the maior nrolitical
parties. These people can be used to present remits about horme
birth to their party brench meetings, reginnal conferences, end
national conferences.

I=2stly, will you please keep me informed of vour camnaign activities,
no matter now small, and send covries of anv letters from KPs,
press articles, letters written by wou, meetinss with MPs, etc.

If vou have &ny queries don't hesitate to ask me.
Happy lob-ying,

Henriette -emp (Lopbvine Co-ordinator).



