20073 -2 115
p eler gtieaéanbez

M.B. ChB. (N.Z), D.CH. (England)

TELEPHONES— 1208 DOMINION ROAD,
SURGERY :  693-112 . .o MT. ROSKILL,
RESIDENCE : 657211 . " AUCKLAND 4.

82h fanch, 1982,
fin. Aussie Nadcodm. :
Ministen of H .
House of Representaiiveas.

(-()e,wn;v&on
(o

Dean fin, /),?'alco,bn,l

Home Births,

ey
e

Durning my yeans in Genencd Practice J nave become veny sympathetic Zo the

minonity cnoup of women who prefer 2o deliven thein babies at home nathen
in )‘/‘cjmpi,td. They describe an experience more Joyiud and fulfilling
than wo be possible fon them in llospital, and their necond of success

in NZ. (Live healihy babies and motherns) is very good, acconding Zo fi, ures
supplied by the Home Linth Association,

iy sympathetic feelings ane not shaned by all Doctors and J am therefone
“wornied Zhat the Matennity Seavices (ommitiee may necommend degisdation on
sancitions to coence some of Zhese women o be delivered in hospital againsz
thein widl, This could not be justijied unless evidence is produced %o

show that these women would have fared betten in hospital than they did at
home, and J don't Zhink that thene is such evidence, i

Fortunately you will probably seeking consumen opginion as well, as the
consumens are poorly nepresenied on ihe above-mentioned commititee,and J
hope 1hat you willt Lake noie of any submiseions made by the Home Linth
fasociation, who J believe are a very nesponsible cnd dedicated group.

9 believe 2hat in the absence of cogent reasons Zo ihe contrcny, home b
should nemain a recognised alternative, and the only change J would advocate
is that the domicilary senvice gets a fane share of the funding.

9 am sending a copy of this letten to the i P. fon it. Albert, who has -
expressed an intenest in Woimen's Rights (though § have no neason o think
Lhat you ane noi ,oympax‘fw,t&cj,.,-

Finally J wish to congratulate you on youn napid nige Zo an impontand

position in the (abinet, and.J am pleases tha ihe Nutional Government
‘has once again found a very able man jon #his demanding ponitolio.

Youwrs sincenely,
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