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‘Pacific Peacemalie
a family

N ENGUSH immigrant coupie
have given up their home and
possessions to set sail across

the Pacific and take on the might of
America.

They are to join an internationai
protest against America’s Trident
missile system in Seattie. Washington,
in mid 1982. As well, they're
undertaking a lecture tour of the US
west coast.

And their biggest weapons against the
devastating power of the Trident subs —
each one said to be capable of
destroying every city and large town in
Russia — are their four small children
and a swag of printed propaganda.

Bil and Lorraine Ethell, both 32,
bought a 16.5 metre ketch and, despite
being “up to our eyeballs in debt”,
intend spending a year making their
voices heard in the anti-nuclear arms
lobby.

Bill has given up his job as a project
officer with a community support
scheme and Lorraine has given up
studying for a Bachelor of Arts degree
by correspondence.

What, then, was it that changed this
seemingly content suburban family into
ardent demonstrators? On their ketch
“Pacific Peacemaker”, .now being
prepared in Sydney Harbour for her six-
month protest cruise, the Ethells told
their story.

““Austratia was everything we
dreamed it would be and more when we
arrived here seven years ago,” said Bill.
“Suddenly we saw it all disappearing in
a nuclear cloud. We were horrified to
find ourselves in the front line in the
event of a nuclear war."

The Ethells are not the rabid flag-
wavers you might expect would take on
Uncle Sam. They talk quietly, evenly,
about the two superpowers’ nuclear war
game, and Australia’s role as a pawn.
Their warnings are chilling.

‘*The North West Cape
communications base, which could be
used to send firing orders to Tridents,
would in such an event become a
potential target,” says Bill.

He adds: A Trident submarine carries
24 missiles with a total of 408 nuclear
warheads.

“Each warhead is five times more
powerful than the atomic bomb which
devastated Hiroshima and is accurate to
100 metres over a range of 6000

I~

protests

Fearing their ‘‘dream land’’ threatened by missiles,

they launched their own crusade.

nautical miles. Each Trident of the 13
planned 1o be operational in the Pacific
by 1985 has more destructive force
than the combined fire power of ltaly,
Spain, Argentina, West Germany, Brazil,
India, and Pakistan.”

Bill and Lorraine are protesting, they
say, “because our generation has an
influence on world events. What kind of

By BEN MITCHELL

a world are we leaving our children?”

Fortunately, the Ethell children, Scott,
eight, Kate, six, Lee, five, and Nina,
three, see their parents’' mission more
as an adventure, although Scott thinks
he understands.

Both former communications officers
in the Royal Navy, Bill and Lorraine are
well qualified for the Pacific crossing.




Above: The Ethel family plots their course . . . (left to right) Scott, 8; Les, 5; Nina, 3, and Kate, 6, with their parents Biil and Lorraine Ethell.
{eft: W’s ¥ for victory as the Ethells set sail.

“We met on duty in Mauntius when
the island became mndependent,’ said
torrane. “Both of us had been to

- Northern Ireland and at that time were
disenchanted with the role of the military
in:generai.”

As long as Bill can remember, his
family have been fishing folk 1n

" Fleetwood, on the Lancashire coast At
the age of 12 Bill fished in a hurricane in
the Arctic — and enjoyed it, despite the
ashen faces all around him

He served nine years in the Royal
Navy, and became a top coxswan,
sailing nine-metie open boats in the
Baltic, Meaiterranean, and the Atlantic
He is also qualified to sail cutters and
whalers in all weathers.

After five years at sea, Bill began
questioning his government’s policies,
particularly on evacuation.

*| was particularly against having to
move inhabitants of Diego Garcia in the
fndian Ocean to Mauritius,” he recalled.

‘““Those people were given
compensation of $1000 each for being
dispossessed ot their land and being
dumped in the slums of Port Louis, Now
Diego Garcia is being developed as a
Trident submarine base."

o= asnuinn ia Australia

that the Ethells grew concerned about
nuclear missiles patralling the world's
oceans.

“When we airived in Perth in 19741
was interested only in sunshine and
booze,”" he sad. “Lorraine and | were
hapgily settled and we had two more
children

“One day we went along to a
Hiroshima Day rally, and slarted talking
with people. Most of them weren't even
into politics, They (ust cared.

"1t became clear to us that Austraha’s
fole in the Tndent system made her a
nuclear target. Both Pine Gap and
Nurrungar 1 Central Australia are
satellite control stations and can be
used to target Trident myssites

“The TRANET base at Smithfield, SA,
i1s used as a giobal positioning system
which could help Trident missiles make
in-course corrections. And the Omega
base in Victoria could be used tor final
positioning of nuclear bombs.”

Reception committees are preparing
to meet the Ethells as they isiand-hop
across the Pacific In New Zealand, Dr
George Armstrong will lead his Peace
Squadron of small boats out to meet the
Ethells on Auckland Harbour.

In Tahiti and Micronesia they hope to

pick up fellow protesters to join them in
their lecture tour

“Naturalty we don't expeci plain
saling once we get to America,” said
Bill. “There are bound 0 be some
people who will question our nght. as
foreigners, ta protest in America against
nuclear proliferation

“But the fact is that we believe no
country has the nght to risk sacrificing
hurnanity, not to mention all forms of lite,
because of its policies and beliets

“Nor is the Trident a detence system.
It is a first-strike weapon ™

The Ethells have had a special T-shirt
printed. carrying a message along with
the name of then boat — “Protest and
Survive'.

They make no secret of the fact that
their children are an integral part of their
protest.

They tell you: "At $3 bilion, one
Tndent is equal to all the federal funds
spent in one year on education in the
United States ”

Meanwhile, the children move around
on board like seasoned deck hands,
enjoying their new “playground”. Not
that they'll be playing all the time.
Lorraine will teach the children while
they're away from school n
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Pacific Peacemaker NZ Committee PO Box 311, John Doom, Pacific Concerns Resource Centre
PO Box 6736 Bondi Junction Secretary, . Box 27692
Wellesley Street NSW 2022 Australia Eglise Evangelique BP Honolulu
Auckland  Tejephone 34410 Telephone (02) 264 5086  Papeete, Tahiti Hawaii 96827
Cables FREESQUAD Telex AK21NZ21157 Cables ACFICODIS SYDNEY
January 27, 1982

Dear Friends,
' PACIFIC PEACEMAKER APPEAL

The voyage of the Peacemaker is a voyage to confront the most expensive and destruc-
tive weapons system in history — the Trident submarine. It is a voyage designed to draw
attention to the nuclear madness that has grown like a cancer throughout the world.

It is a voyage in support of a nuclear-free Pacific; a voyage in support of world peace; a
voyage to mobilise people for their very survival.

The idea of such a voyage was initiated at the Nuclear-free Pacific Conference in Hawaii
held in May 1980, and it is planned to end at Bangor (near Seattle) in the American state
of Washington, where the first Trident for Pacific deployment will ‘homeport’ about August
1982,

The capital cost and many other expenses of this epic voyage have been raised in Australia
where a vast cross-section of the community, including churches, trade unions, peace and
environmental groups, and individuals, raised over $85,000.

An organisation has been set up in each port of call to draw attention to the questions of
peace, a nuclear-free Pacific, etc. and to raise funds for running costs, including diesel, sails,
ete. ($5000 per month), repairs (motors, anti-fouling, ete.) and other equipment. The need for
funds will remain until the vessel returns to Australia.

Qur appeal to you is for money and/or materials. All donations will be recorded and a
Sponsorship Certificate issued, declaring your support for the Peacemaker.

If you are a national organisation we have enclosed further copies of this Appeal and ask
that you pass them on to other sections or centres of your organisation.

Please give generously!

Skipper .;5(:/ / ﬁ/\/ ( NZ Coordinator "é"?"‘ QM‘Z‘—’?/

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

APPEAL FORM
Pacific Peacemaker, NZ Committee

PO Bozx 6736, Wellesley St, Auckland 1
Name of Person(s) 07 Group. . .. ... ittt et ettt et et ran e e e e e,
T
Phone............ Date ..........
Ifwe enclose § . . . . .. towards the support of the Pacific Peacemaker and/or promise § . . . . per month
for....... months, starting in the montkof.........

9 . , S “,% C/

Sponsors to date

Sir Dove-Myer Robinson BIll Andersen, A.T.C. President

Peter Hillary Murray Ball, Foot-Rot Flats

Paul Reeves, Arch-Bishop ot N.Z. Sally Vinson, Potter

Whakahulhui Vercoe, Bishop Aotearoa Rev. Dr George Armstrong

Helen Clarke, M.P. Dr Patricia Burns

Bengt and Marie-Therese Danlelsson Tim Shadbolt

Jim Knox, F.O.L. President Mirl Szaszy, Past Pres. N.Z. Maori Womens Weltare League

Titchener Family of Devonport



