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Dear

Ve would like to inform you about the two-day Internatipnal Copnference
on Home Birth to be held in London in October 1987.

Your name has been suggested as someone who could help to spread the
news about this conference in your country.

Ve enclose a press release about the conference.There will be a more
detailed programme and poster available soon.VWe would be grateful if you
could tell as many people as possible about this important event. The
conference will be followed by a week of workshops.

Secondly, we are gathering an international panel of speakers. Eack
speaker will have 10 minutes to present the situation regarding Home
Birth in their country. The speaker should be able to speak in English
if possible.The speaker must be willing to pay for their own travel and
accomodation due to the enormous expense invAlved in bhaving so many

participants.

Ve will able to offer an honcrarium on /the day and find them free
accomodation in an English home if necessary. In addition we can offer a
ticket to the conference as |well as freg entry to all the workshops in
the following week. \

\

e

Ve will be bappy to consider ally Speaker you could suggest to represent
your country.Applications to speak. should be sent directly to me at the
above address before the end of February, and should include details of
their work and involvement with Home Birth. We will be choosing one
person from each country for the panel.

Ve hope you will be able to join us in October. Please feel free to
contact us if you need more information.

Vith best wishes,
Yourg sincerely,

Japet Balaskas
(On behalf of the conference organisers)



The First International Conference

Home Birth

Wembley Conference Centre London
October 24th & 25th 1987
PRESS RELEASE

The Home Birth Conference will be an historic event. It will
unite people from many different countries who are concerned
about childbirth today.

Throughout the developed world, nearly all babies are born in
hospital. More and more, this results in a cascade of intervention.
Rarely does hospital provide the right conditions for normal
physiological birth.

The view that hospital is the best place for birth has gone
largely unchallenged. The time has now come to challenge it.

Home Birth has many advantages. If more women gave birth at home,
it could improve the maternity services as a whole. For those
women who do not give birth at home, it is vital to bring more
of the qualities of home into hospitals.

The Home Birth Conference is for all who wish to reconsider )
the modern way of birth and explore alternatives for the future.

Speakers will include:

Suzanne Arms (UsA) Sheila Kitzinger (UR)
Janet Balaskas (UK) Geryit-Jan Kloosterman(Holland)
Rahima Baldwin (UsA) Méﬁﬁél Odent (France)
Beverley Beech (UK) W ndy Savage {UK)
Carole Eliott (Australia) eatrice Smulders {Holland)
Caroline Flint (UK) Lee Stewart (USsAa)

Ina May Gaskin (usa) ¢ Marsden Wagner (W.H.O.)
Yehudi Gordon (UK) 3 Melody Weig (UK)
Suzanne Houd (Denmark) ' Luke Zander (UK)

Together with speakers from other European countries and the
Third World.

Ap audience of 3,000 is expected. Following the conference, there
will be a week of workshops.

Full_details of the Conference programme, including papers by the
leading speakers, will be made available nearer the time.

Copference Fee (meals excluded):
General public £25; Professionals £45; Unwaged £15.

Bogk%ng information and tickets are available from the Conference
mailing address below. Please include a S.A.E.

For more information, contact: Janet Balaskas 01-267-3006
Oor Beverley Beech 0753-652781
or Melody Weig 01-677-9746
or Judy Graham 01-485-0095/267-512

Mailing Address: Conference Organisers: §pecia(l [ﬁg)ViSBPS:
; irth Conference, (UK) (UK)
H%Igi/lBogrtlt lggg Eggré?e Janet Balaska% (f/l\{mﬁh Blgl;t;] Mol\{(airrﬁ?rét% Shen}z{aJ [él%x)nger

P Beverley Beech (Health Rights, ALM.S.) .S.A.
tondon SWIG 2 Melody Weigy(lndependent Midwives’ Association] Suzanne Arms

(USA) ]
Rahima Baldwin (Informed Homebirth)
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Rarely does hospital provide the right conditions for normal
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Home Birth has many advantages. If more women gave birth at home,
it could improve the maternity services as a whole. For those
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. January 27,1987
Dear S/\Lﬁa., m,. Hee/

Ve would like to inform you about the two-day International Conference
on Hame Birth to be held in London in October 1987.

Your name has been suggested as someone who could help to spread the
news about this conference in your country.

Ve enclose a press release about the conference.There will be a more
detailed programme and poster available soon.We would be grateful if you
could tell as many people as possible about this important event.The
conference will be followed by a week of workshops.

Secondly, we are gathering an international panel of speakers. Each
speaker will have 10 minutes to preseﬁt the situation regarding Home
Birth in their country. The speaker should be able to speak in English
if possible.The speaker must be willing to pay for their own travel and
accomodation due to the enormous expense involved in having sq many

participants.

Ve will able to offer an honorarium on the day and find them free
accomodation in an English home if necessary. In addition we can offer a
ticket to the conference as well as free entry to all the workshops in
the following week. ‘

We will be happy to consider any speaker you could suggest to represent
your country.Applications to speak. should be sent directly to me at the
above address before the end of February, and should include details of
their work and involvement with Home Birth. Ve will be choosing one
person from each country for the panel.

Ve hope you will be able to join us in October. Please feel free to
contact us if you need more information.

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Japet Balaskas
(On behalf of the conference organisers)
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Dear }/M .

Ve would like to inform -ou about the two-day International Conference
on Home Birth to be held :n London in October 1987.
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