Home birth
supported

Mr Editor: I was disturbed |
to read comments by the
Minister of Health, Mr
Malcolm, on home births. '
According to Professor G.
J. Kloosterman, head of
obstetrics and gynaecolo:
in Amsterdam, two-thir
of all pregnant women will
deliver naturally and need
only be attended DY
midwives.

Holland hasa consistent-
1y low infant mortali - 111
per cent in 1971 compared
with 18.5 per cent in the

~ doctors were  needed
' Holland’s maternal mor-
" tality rate in 1974 was 04
per 10,000 births, Bntam —

died per 6000 births.

New Zealand has had
about 1000 home births to
date in the last few years
with' very good results, n
fact the quality of a home

hospital one- There is much
Jess danger of cross infec-
tion, of drugs, and in-
struments bein: used dur-
ing birth and the mother's |
screening, and pre arations '
for and relaxed fee ings in 2
familiar environment dur-
ing birth make the birth,
usualldy proceed very quick- |
1y an easily.

What Mr Malcolm
should do, s give the fullg' 4

ualifi icilary mid- .

and are very co-O rative.
Some pPeopie il always
want to be able 10 optfora
home birth and it would be
better if they had the help

of qualified midwives.
C. Hurford
Clive



